
January 1-7 

Happy New Year!  In 2017 we want to focus on growing 

our faith through strengthening our prayer life.  As a mus-

cle strengthens in our physical body with repetitive use, 

our spiritual life will grow stronger as we repetitively 

stretch ourselves in prayer.   

For some of you, your prayer life is a “fit” spiritual muscle, 

and others could use some conditioning.  We are confi-

dent that this prayer focus will meet you right where you 

are today and will help you reach a new level of confi-

dence and intimacy with the Lord this year.   

For the first week of  each month the prayer focus will be 

on your personal prayer/spiritual life.  Start this year by 

spending the first week talking to the Lord about your 

spiritual goals for 2017.  Ask Him to examine your heart as 

David did in Psalm 26:2.  Listen to what He has to say.   

You might try journaling for added effectiveness. Simply, 

use a note pad where you can record your prayers, bibli-

cal insights, and spiritual action steps.  

Read: Acts 2:41-47 

The first followers of Jesus Christ were characterized by their 

unity, their dedication to following Jesus’ teaching, their devo-

tion to each other in service and fellowship, and their commit-

ment to prayer. Those who are followers of Christ have been 

given the gift of prayer. Prayer allows believers to intimately 

communicate with the Almighty God. Prayer is the source of 

nourishment for a believer’s spiritual growth. Through prayer, 

believers align their lives, their service, and their ministry with 

God’s will for them. Through prayer, believers have a powerful 

weapon against spiritual attack. Through prayer, believers are 

privileged to get to know God Himself. What is your prayer life 

like? Do you view prayer as a privilege to grow in intimate con-

nection with Almighty God? Do you begin and end each day in 

communication with the One who wakes you up and guides your 

day? If not, will you begin today?  

Father God, You have created all things for Your pleasure, desir-

ing intimate and honest connection and communication with me 

each day. Lord, what an awesome and wonderful privilege it is 

to know You! Remove any obstacles that prevent or distract me 

from praying to You daily. Lord, help me to diligently make my 

prayer life a priority. Lord, make prayer my first response to any 

circumstance and before taking any action. In Jesus’ name. 

Amen.  

January 8-14 

The second week of each month is going to focused on 

praying for your family and friends.  Undoubtedly, some 

of them do not have a relationship with the Lord.  They 

might be church attenders or they might have never been 

exposed to God’s message of salvation, called the gospel.  

Spend time this week asking God for those names who 

you can pray for and spiritually influence this year.  Write 

those names in your journal.   

Are you willing to pray for them daily?  To commit to 

building your relationship with them this year?  To share 

your spiritual story and truth with them?  To tell God’s 

story of love and plan for redeeming their life?    

Ask God for the words you need,  the opportunities to 

share,  and the reminders you need to pray. 

 



Read: Hebrews 4:15-16 

 

The author of Hebrews wrote this letter to Jewish Christians who 
were undergoing extreme persecution and therefore tempted to 
return to the Jewish faith. The book of Hebrews is a testament 
of Christ’s superiority over all other alternatives. In this passage, 
the author stresses the holiness and humanity of Christ. We are 
to go boldly to the throne of God for grace and mercy without 
fear, without doubt, without hesitation. We have an open invita-
tion to draw near to Him especially in our weaknesses and our 
failings. Jesus is our sympathetic High Priest, praying to God, 
even now, for each of us; speaking beautiful words of love to 
God about each of us. He is not unmoved and indifferent to our 
pain, our struggles, or our sorrows. He has endured everything 
that we will ever face, and because He is God He did not sin. 
Therefore He knows that in those times of temptation and weak-
ness, we need God more than ever and urges us to come to Him. 

Are you taking advantage of the privilege you have to run boldly 
to God in prayer? Are you surrendering to Him your joy, your 
pain, your struggles, and your anxieties trusting that He is the 
only One who can move mountains for you? Will you begin to-
day to share all you are experiencing, good and bad, with the 
Lord in prayer? 

Father God, I thank You for sending me a Savior, because I need-

ed rescue, and I continue to need it each day.  Amen  

January 15-21 

The third week of each month is going to be spent praying 

for our church, for God’s Church, and for ministry at home 

and all over the world.  Each month your specific request 

will be different.   

To begin the year we are going to commit to asking God 

to empower us to be His witnesses. Imagine the impact of  

100 people over the next 5 years being reached for Christ 

because of what God could do through you.  Awesome 

thought isn’t it?! :) 

God does not desire that anyone should be separated 

from Him, but many people are, because of ignorance or 

out of choice.  We need to do our part in representing 

Christ to others, sharing the Gospel with them and loving 

them as Christ would.  The Holy Spirit’s role is to remove 

the blinders in their life so that they can see and respond 

to the truth.  Each of those 100 people have to make the 

choice to leave behind their sin, and turn to follow Christ.  

This is our prayer focus for this week. 

Read: Jeremiah 10:6-7 

 

Jeremiah the prophet wrote this passage to contrast the great-

ness of God over all idols. Believers serve God who is powerful 

beyond all measure, who gives life and breath to all things, who 

is seated in the heavens, and active in our lives. Our Lord is wor-

thy of our praise, our communication, our acknowledgment, and 

our love. When we think about the things in our lives that we 

speak most about, brag about, or take pride in, our Lord should 

be at the top of the list. No one and nothing has the power of 

our God. 

What in your life is competing for your attention, your devotion, 

your praise and your love? What or who have you placed higher 

than God? How will you begin today to elevate God back to His 

rightful place in your life? 

Father God, your love for me stretches to the heavens and ex-

tends above the clouds. Yet, there are days when I barely 

acknowledge You. Lord, forgive me when I forget Your power, 

Your majesty, and Your faithful action in my life. Lord, give me 

the courage and boldness to speak and boast of Your great work 

in my life. Remind me daily, Lord, that everything and every 

person I place above You will fail me, but You never will. In Je-

sus’ name. Amen.    

January  22-28 

On week 4 of each month the broad category of our pray-

er focus is going to be on others: the community and in 

the world.  These people are not necessarily our closest 

family members or friends but are those we see regularly 

or people that we have a connection to.  

This whole month thus far has been focus on reaching 

others for Christ.  This week, we will continue that trend 

by focusing our prayers on asking God for opportunities to 

be a witness for Him and acting on His leading.   

These might be simple things like smiling and being espe-

cially helpful to someone you cross paths with in public.  

Why?  Because Jesus loves them.  It might involve giving 

out gospel tracks along with a free cup of coffee, etc. to 

strangers.  It might mean using social media to share 

God’s love and truth.   As a Christ-follower, let us repre-

sent Him as if every encounter mattered.  You might be 

the only Jesus this person ever meets.   



Read: Psalms 145:1-7 

 

David writes this psalm of praise to exclaim his adoration for 

God. He recognizes God’s greatness and awesome power desir-

ing that all people will declare God with reverence. Believers live 

in a time today where God is rarely exalted in public. A believer’s 

calling is to be the light in this dark, fallen world glorifying God 

through our love, behavior, and our words. 

How often do you praise God amongst those who don’t know 

Him? How are you passing on your faith to the next generation? 

How can you begin today to proclaim the Lord’s name with your 

words, your attitude, your behavior, and your obedience to Him? 

Father God, Your kingdom is everlasting and Your dominion rules 

forever. Lord, in every area of my life, You have done such amaz-

ing works. Lord, give me the courage to speak life and truth into 

the lives of those who don’t know You. Allow my life, my behav-

ior, and my love for people to represent You well. In Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 

January 29-February 4 

There are 4 months out of the year that have 5 Sundays.  

We are going to use those opportunities to promote a 

special event of sorts.    

This week we are going to ask that you find a blue light 

that can be placed in your window at home.  When this 

light is shining it will be like a spiritual lighthouse to those 

in need, signifying that you are a house of prayer.   We 

will publicize the fact that the people of Grace are inter-

ested in praying for the needs of others.  If they have a 

prayer need they can contact the church for prayer or 

they can contact anyone in the area that has a blue light 

visible in a window of their house during the month of 

February.  You may be given many opportunities to pray 

for needs you never knew existed right in your neighbor-

hood.   

Please share your stories with the church office! 

Over the next few months we encourage you to read the 

book: Too Busy Not to Pray by Bill Hybels 

Read: Romans 15:30 

Colossians 1:9 

Paul was very thankful and proud of the church in Colossae be-

cause of their faith and their love for God’s people. His prayer 

for the Colossians, and likewise us, is that the believers in their 

church would grow in knowledge and spiritual understanding of 

God which would result in a strong Christian walk and the bear-

ing of spiritual fruit which reflects a more Christ-like character. 

The longer a believer walks with the Lord and the more we sub-

mit our lives to His will, then the more our lives should trans-

form so that we reflect Him. 

Who are you committed to pray for each day? Are you consist-

ently praying for the unity and growth of God’s Church, God’s 

ministries, God’s missions, and God’s global plan that His Word 

be spread amongst all of the nations? Will you make a shift to-

day from praying solely for your own needs to praying for the 

needs of believers and nonbelievers in this world? 

Father God, You created me with divine purpose for Your divine 

will. Since I am significant to You and was made just for You, 

Lord, I want to know Your purpose and plans for me. Reveal my 

place in Your plan to strengthen and grow Your Church, Your 

ministries, and reach the lost. Lord, help me to focus less on 

myself and more on those who need You. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

February  5—11 

Part of growing in your faith and strengthening your pray-

er “muscle” is trying new methods.  This week as you fo-

cus your prayer time and attention on your relationship 

with the Lord using the A.C.T.S. prayer method. 

Adoration—start your prayer with words of affection and 

gratitude to the Lord. 

Confession—agreeing with the Perfect One about your 

imperfection. What have you done or what attitude have 

you displayed or words you have used that have been 

outside of God’s will and not honored Him?  Tell Him and 

ask for forgiveness and restoration. 

Thanksgiving—A time to express your appreciation to God 

for who He is and what God has given you. 

Supplication—This is a time where you express the desires 

and needs for your self and others to God.   

Don’t forget to journal those things you’re experiencing. 



Read: 1 Timothy 2:8 

 

Paul writes to Timothy in this passage some instructions for pub-

lic worship and prayer in the church. Paul’s desire is that prayer 

would be a priority in the life of every believer. The service and 

action of a believer’s hands should be surrendered fully to God. 

A believer’s prayers to the Lord should not be tainted with anger 

or doubt. Therefore, in prayer, a believer’s words, actions, and 

motives should all be completely aligned and fully surrendered 

to God. 

What priority does prayer have in your life? Have you fully sur-

rendered your service and your motives to the Lord? Will you 

begin today to allow the Lord to transform your prayer life into 

one that fully glorifies Him? 

Father God, I thank You for the privilege and honor of being able 

to speak to You at any time and anywhere. Lord, transform my 

prayer life so that there is no contradiction between you’re your 

Word says and what I say. Lord, cleanse my heart so that person-

al fleshly motives do not creep into my prayers to You. Remind 

me, Lord, that whatever I ask and whatever I do, whether good 

or bad, reflects You. I thank You, Lord, for Your grace and mercy. 

In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

February 12-18 

This week as you pray, ask for God’s work to be done in 

the lives of those you are closest to.  Choose 7 people to 

pray for and spend a day this week praying for each.  Let 

them know you’ve prayed for them! 

 If you have a family devotional time, or a time of 

prayer around a dinner table, this is a great time to 

include everyone in this activity.   

 Another great time to pray for each family member is 

before they leave the house for the day (as students 

or employees) . 

 Ask each member to write down a prayer request and  

at designated times throughout the day pray over 

those requests.  (i.e. noon, break times, etc.) 

Teach your children and grandchildren to pray by model-

ing one or all of these methods above. 

Read: Mark 1:35 

 

Jesus prayed often, and He chose the solitude of the early morn-

ing in which to communicate with His Father. Jesus was often 

seen in the Bible, praying early before and immediately after a 

mission. Praying was necessary for peace, strength, and power…

not only for Jesus, but it remains true for believers as well. 

How do you begin each day? How much time in the morning do 

you dedicate to thanking God and surrendering your day to 

Him? Will you begin today to give the Lord the first of Your day, 

the first of Your devotion, the first of Your time, money, and 

energy as a means of glorifying Him in Your life? 

Father God, You are the God who loves us with an everlasting 

love, and You long to have an intimate relationship with us. For-

give me, Lord, for lacking faith, for being undisciplined, for failing 

to place my communication with You as the highest priority in 

my life. Give me a renewed Spirit and reignite the desire within 

me to share everything with You. Thank You, Lord, for being 

available and accessible for me to come to You at any time, at 

any place, for any reason. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

February 19-25 

This week you’re asking God to give you opportunities to 

show grace to as many people as you can.  What is grace 

and what might that look like?  

Grace is unearned favor.  It is the love we have been 

shown by Jesus Christ.  We didn’t deserve to be rescued 

from our sin, but by GRACE we have been given that 

chance.  God displays His grace to everyone not just the 

people He liked. 

How do we extend grace?  By treating everyone kindly.  

By going out of our way to be kind to a coworker or class-

mate who has treated us unfairly.  By helping a person 

who is in need, or perhaps has made some poor life choic-

es.   

A simple act of kindness shows grace.  Pay for a meal at a 

restaurant or gas for their vehicle.  Etc. etc. etc. BE CREA-

TIVE!  Let the LORD guide you. 

PRAYERFULLY, look for opportunities and act on them!  



Read: Acts 9:40 

 

Peter prayed in faith to God that He would raise Tabitha, one of 

the faithful Christians, from the dead. This is one of the rare 

miracles documented by Jesus’ followers. Yet, there is great 

power in prayer. If Christians truly believed that God heard and 

answered each of our prayers, church prayer services would be 

packed from dusk until dawn. We often forget that the very 

power that raised Jesus Christ from the dead, is alive in the life 

of a believer. When we act in faith on that belief, we will see 

miracles happen every day. 

What needs to be resurrected in your life? A dead relationship, a 

discarded dream, a hardened heart, a forgotten plan, a broken 

promise? Will you begin today to pray for God’s resurrection, 

restoration, and life in that area trusting that He has all power 

and nothing is impossible for Him? 

Father God, You are the God of my impossible. Lord, will You 

penetrate those areas of my life where I have lost hope and lost 

faith. Lord, please demonstrate Your mighty power and faithful-

ness to resurrect the broken and failed things in my life so that 

You may be glorified. Help me to peacefully let go of anything 

that is not in Your will for me to have. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

  

February 26—March 4 

This week we want to pray for businesses in our area. 

Pray that they are prosperous, they conduct their busi-

ness with integrity, and above all that the employers and 

employees come to know Jesus as their Savior. 

 A family activity could be to drive through your local 

downtown and pray for God to work in the lives of 

the owners, managers and employees of each busi-

ness. 

 As you walk through the doorways of businesses this 

week pray that the Holy Spirit would be at work in the 

lives of the workers there. 

 Visit the church website for a listing of M-66 Business 

District Members and Barry County Chamber Mem-

bers to pray for businesses you may not be aware of 

at home. 

Be a blessing those who know the Lord as well as those 

who need to be introduced to Him. 

Read: Ephesians 3:14-16 

 

Paul writes to the members of the church of Ephesus that his 

main prayer is that their church will have the ability to grasp just 

how much Jesus loves them. Believers in Christ share in a special 

relationship with one another because of the unity of our faith in 

Him. Not only are we made new, whole, and complete through 

Christ, but we are made family. It is the love of Christ that com-

pels us. Two Christians can be absolute strangers totally opposed 

in views and values, however when they speak about the love of 

Jesus in their lives, a miraculous alignment takes place. Believers 

strengthen one another. 

Father God, Your love through Your Son Jesus makes us whole, 

complete, and lacking in nothing. Yet, when confronted with 

Your people, at times fear, hesitation, and distrust sets in. Help 

me to bear long and to bear hard with my siblings in Christ, so 

that we all may remain rooted and grounded in Your love. Teach 

me, Lord, to peel back and discard every disagreement, every 

conflict, every difference I have with believers. Help me to see 

fellowship with believers from Your perspective …as a bond that 

will enhance and bring more of Jesus’ love into my life. Help me 

to remember that Your love is stronger to unite than anything 

that threatens to divide. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

March 5-11 

This week as you pray for your own spiritual needs try 

another method as you pray.   It will be easy to remember 

as you look at your hand. 

First,  your PINKY finger reminds you to pray for those 

who are weak, sick, and in need. 

Next, your RING finger reminds you to pray for marriages, 

and all relationships the Lord brings to mind. 

Next, your TALLEST finger reminds you to pray for those in 

leadership in your country, community, schools, work 

place, church, etc. 

Next, your pointer finger reminds you to pray for those 

who POINT people to Christ.  (Pastors, Missionaries, all 

Christians world-wide) for their safety, for their witness, 

for their faith to grow, and their boldness in sharing the 

gospel. 

Finally your THUMB reminds you to ask God for the 

strength and courage to serve Him and others faithfully. 



Read: John 15:1-5 

 

Jesus describes Himself as the true Vine for all those who follow 

and believe in Him. He is the source of all things that sustain us. 

He is the source of life. He is the source of abundance. He is the 

source of our spiritual fruit. The closer believers abide to the 

Vine, the more His life can flow through us to produce the fruit 

He desires. When we find areas in our Christian lives that are 

unfruitful and barren, we must ask the Lord to intervene, nour-

ish, refresh, and renew us so that growth may occur. Anything 

that consumes a believer’s time, energy, and devotion, but pro-

duces no fruit must go. 

How would you describe your dependence on God? Is your rela-

tionship with God reflected in the spiritual fruit you are produc-

ing? Will you begin today praying that you will grow even closer 

and more dependent on the Lord? 

Father God, I thank You for being a constant source of strength 

and growth in my life. Lord, weaken my independent streak and 

help me to rely solely on You. Reveal the areas in my life that 

require Your nourishment and renewal while helping me to sur-

render those areas to Your care and pruning. In Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

March 12-18 

In the spirit of St. Patrick’s day, many people will be wear-

ing green to celebrate.  This year, choose to wear green as 

a reminder to  pray for the spiritual growth of your family 

and friends!   

 Read the story about the life and ministry of St. Pat-

rick.   

 St. Patrick did not keep his devotion to the Lord, Jesus 

Christ to himself, he shared it liberally and reached 

many, many for the Kingdom of God.  Do likewise. 

 Use the image of a four-leaf clover to pray for four 

areas of spiritual growth in a Christian friend (heart of 

love, biblical identity, sense of security and not anxie-

ty, etc.)  

You may be the reason your loved one spends eternity 

with Jesus.  Now THAT is something to celebrate!   

Read: Psalm 145:1-13 

 

In David’s psalm of praise, He declares His adoration of the Lord 

and His works. He promises his daily devotion to God for His 

goodness and His greatness. Believers have the same opportuni-

ty to praise God daily, to remember how much God loves us, to 

meditate on God’s ultimate sacrifice. We must guard our hearts 

so that we do not forget how much God desires to hear from us, 

connect with us, and be seen through us. 

When was the last time you spontaneously praised the Lord, 

outside of church, outside of your devotion or ministry time, 

outside of Bible study? Will you begin today determined to 

speak daily of God’s goodness to someone who needs to hear 

about Him? 

Father God, Your great mercy, patience, and love towards me 

humbles me beyond measure. Many days, I forget that You are 

passionate about me. Help me to rest in that knowledge choos-

ing to connect, share, and surrender my day and my life to You. 

Lord, let daily connection with you be my priority and allow no 

one else to take Your central space in my life or in my heart. I 

thank You for a love that has made me sane, complete, and 

whole. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

March 19-25 

 

This week we are challenged to pray for as many of the 

families who attend Grace Church as we can.  You can find 

a list of family names on our church website.   

 This is a family friendly prayer opportunity for you 

around a dinner table or a devotional time. 

 If you want to send out a few cards of encourage-

ment you can pick up a directory on the information 

wall or drop off a note at the welcome kiosk any time 

to be delivered by a welcome team member. 

 Anytime you want to meet a family in the church that 

you don’t know, ask a welcome team member to help 

you.  If you can connect with a family, you can find 

out what their specific prayer needs might be, and 

pray for them more effectively. 



Read: Isaiah 6:1-6 

Isaiah when faced with the holiness of God was made utterly 

aware of his own sin and failings. The presence of our Holy Al-

mighty God reminds us why we need a Savior. A believer’s heart 

must be so inclined towards the Lord through prayer, so that we 

will quickly and easily confess those things in our lives that do 

not glorify Him. So many distractions in this world and in this 

culture threaten to pull us away from God. We are constantly 

bombarded by viewpoints, images, and ideals that contradict 

those in the Bible. It is easy to find our hearts straying from God 

and towards those things that satisfy our flesh, our appetite, and 

our desires. Believers must remain diligent and steadfast in seek-

ing God and keeping His desires for us forefront in our minds. 

In what areas of your life are you prone to wander and stray 

from God’s Word? Will you begin today to place more value and 

time spent in prayer and memorization of Scriptures to assist, 

guide, and redirect yourself if you happen to stray? 

Father God, cleanse my heart of the things that do not reflect 

You. Create in me a willingness to learn and memorize Your 

Word so that I may do your will. When my heart strays, take 

hold of me quickly and guide me back to You. Remind me daily 

that prayer and Your Holy Word is my lifeline and my connection 

to You. In Jesus' name. Amen. 

March 26—April 1 

 

This week spend time praying for your boss(es), manag-

ers, supervisors, and owners of the company you work 

for.   You can do the same for those who your spouse, 

children, and parents work for.   

 Be bold!!  Go to them ask how you might pray for 

them. 

 Can’t think of any bosses (leaders in the workplace) 

then pray for?  Choose a business you are familiar 

with.  You do not have to know who the people are in 

these positions to pray for them.  God knows them.   

 Drop them a note to let them know you prayed for 

them this week. That would be an unexpected piece 

of mail.  :)  

Read:  Philippians 4:5-7 

 

Paul writes to the church of Philippi telling them that the cure 

for anxiety is prayer and supplication in every area. Supplication 

is a humble request from God. He desires that we take our every 

desire and request to Him. God wants to know every aspect of 

our heart, so that we can grow to trust Him with our thoughts 

and feelings. The more we speak to God and hear from Him 

through His Word, we gain confidence and trust in Him letting go 

of self-reliance, worry, fear, and anxiety. 

What prayer requests will you make of God today? Will you 

begin to pray and let go of the need to solve all of your prob-

lems, fix all of your issues, and control all of your circumstances? 

Father God, You are so much bigger and larger than anything 

that I could ever face. The heavens can’t even contain You. Lord, 

lift and remove those burdens that I have been struggling to 

carry, yet refusing to release. Calm this fearful heart today, Lord. 

Give me peace of mind and peace of heart as I face those things 

that overwhelm me. Remind me of Who You are and Who You 

have been for me in every circumstance. My Father. My Defend-

er. My Protector. Trustworthy in every way. Though I may fail at 

this time and time again, Your love never fails me. In Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 

April 2-8 

We are just beginning the second quarter of our prayer 

exercises.  Hopefully by now you’re seeing the power of 

God in prayer and you’re seeing your faith grow as you 

focus on God’s work. 

This week during your prayer time, your challenge is not 

about your prayer topic or method (those are up to you 

and the Lord) but your challenge is about when you’re 

praying.   Some of you may already have a set devotional 

time and your challenge might be to add to that time.  

Others may not have scheduled a time to meet the Lord.  

Your challenge is to set that time, write it in your calen-

dar, or set a reminder in some way.  This isn’t done as a 

ritual, but to elevate your prayer life on your priority list 

by making certain it happens and doesn’t get pre-empted 

by things of this world.  

Experts say it takes 21 days to make a habit. Your chal-

lenge is to extend your prayer time out for 3 weeks and 

keep your appointments with the Lord. 



Read: Hebrews 15:13 

 

The writer of Hebrews writes that an essential part of a be-

liever’s worship is praise and thanksgiving. In this passage, praise 

is called the fruit of our lips. Our speech comes from the abun-

dance of our hearts. Our hearts are penetrated by those things 

that we meditate on and think about on a daily basis. When we 

diligently meditate on God’s goodness and love towards us, we 

can be thankful towards Him in any circumstance because we 

know that in the end He will be glorified through it all. 

In what areas of your life are you failing to speak praises to God? 

What hard things are you experiencing that prevent you seeing 

God’s goodness, presence, and love in your life? Will you begin 

today to thank God for every good thing in your life, no matter 

how small? Will you begin today to thank God for every hard 

thing in your life because the hard things expose his mercy and 

love for you? 

Father God, I thank You for Your goodness, grace, and mercy in 

my life. Forgive me, for focusing on the things that are wrong in 

my life and missing Your amazing presence. Take full control of 

my thought life, and let my words to reflect You. Lord, redirect 

and renew my thinking so that I may experience Your joy and 

peace no matter what my circumstance. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

April 9-15 

Easter Sunday is coming next week already!  This week 

ask the Lord to help you know which of your family, 

friends, neighbors, co-workers, classmates are ready for 

an invitation to join us at church on Sunday.   

And don’t forget your children, grandchildren, and even 

their friends .  About 80% of those who trust Christ do so 

before the age of 18!! 

Follow through and invite as many as He leads you to, and 

have some fun doing so: 

 Create an invitation or send a card. 

 Invite them to join you at the church Easter Egg Hunt 

and take them to breakfast or lunch afterwards. 

 Have a sleep over party and bring them to church in 

the morning. 

 On Sunday after the service, take them to a movie, or 

lunch a special treat. 

Read: Psalm 140 

The psalmist asks the Lord to punish his enemies. Believers can 

also request that the Lord be our fierce deliverer and rescuer. 

Those who love the Lord have the assurance that they are never 

alone. God remains steadfast and faithful to protect those He 

loves and calls His own. He remains our protector, our shelter, 

and our defender. He makes our enemies footstools, but not 

before He first prepares a banquet for us in their presence. 

There is a price to pay for seeking to hurt God’s children, and we 

must trust that our God is a righteous and just judge. 

What enemy are you making larger than God’s power? In what 

situation or circumstance are you tempted to doubt God’s provi-

sion? 

Father God, I thank You for hiding me in the shadow of Your 

wings and protecting me from danger. At times, these enemy 

attacks overwhelm me, Lord. Quiet my fears and remind me, 

Lord, of Who You are and Whose I am. Lord, help me to release 

my desire for revenge and hatred, and allow You to carry out 

Your judgment on the matter. Help me to pray for my enemies 

and do good for them. Help me to trust You, that although I may 

never witness it, Your judgment and Your fair punishment will 

surely come. Remind me that You surround me and that You will 

deliver me through whatever I am facing. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

April 16-22 

 

On Easter Sunday, churches all over the world shared the 

gospel message with regular attenders, occasional attend-

ers, and guests.  This may be the first time thousands of 

people have heard about the love and saving grace of 

Christ.   Your prayer focus for this week is to pray for the 

effective ministry and follow up of those lost people who 

attended church services last week.   

 Stop and park in several church parking lots this week 

and pray for their ministry to those who attended 

their services on Sunday and outreach to those who 

have not yet come. 

 If you are not able to drive around to area church 

properties, do a google search, or use google maps, 

to find churches in your extended area and pray for 

them by name. 

 



Read:  Psalm 62 

 

David praises God in this psalm for the serenity and peace he 

experiences because of God’s great power. He encourages all 

believers to trust God and expose our hearts to Him. The love of 

Jesus allows believers to be honest, transparent, and vulnerable, 

because Jesus has forgiven each of us to the depths, restored 

each of us to the fullest, and lifted each of us to the heights. The 

love of Jesus reminds believers that every hurt in life has been 

healed by His stripes. Therefore, we can totally be ourselves 

knowing that God is our refuge. 

In what areas are you struggling to remain honest, sincere, and 

transparent about your life? Have you developed a pattern of 

hiding your struggles when God desires your transparency and 

surrender? Will you begin today to pray to the Lord for freedom 

from perfectionism and shame which would hinder an open and 

honest relationship with Him? 

Father God, I thank You for loving me just as I am. Help me, Lord, 

to be transparent and honest in my struggles so that I may seek 

prayer without shame or fear. Remind me, Lord, that You desire 

intimate connection with me, so that requires my honest confes-

sion and sincere transparency. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  

April 23-29 

 

2 prayer requests for you this week 

 The U.S. National Day of prayer is coming soon 

(Thursday May 4), and it’s time to make plans to 

attend one of the many events.  Pray for the plans 

and preparations of each one across the nation.  

 The church leadership and missionaries have been 

blessed with the opportunity to participate in an 

amazing study tour in Israel for the next 2 weeks.   

 1. Pray that they are a good witness on this trip.  

 2. Pray that they are protected from harm.   

 3. Pray that their faith grows exponentially as 

     they are able to see the Bible come to life. 

 4. Pray that their excitement about the Life of 

     Christ would be contagious when they return.   

Read: Psalm 37:7-8 

 

David writes this psalm urging believers to remain patient and 

wait for God to elevate them. The inclination is to become frus-

trated and envious of those who attain and achieve those things 

we desire in our lives. However, we must trust that God will 

provide when it is in His will and in His timing. Until then, we 

must remain joyful, free from anger and jealousy, trusting that 

our Lord is in control. 

What circumstance is causing you to experience doubt, jealousy, 

and anger? Will you begin today to pray for God to calm your 

heart and trust Him with your provision? 

Father God, You are my Good Shepherd. You meet every single 

one of my needs. Lord, help me to remain patient and calm as I 

wait on You. Help me to trust in Your timing and Your provision 

for me. Teach me to surrender my will to Yours, so that I may 

live out my days in peace. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

April 30—May 5 

 

Attend a National Day of Prayer event of your choosing. 

The NDP event Grace Church participates in will be well 

advertised.   

If you can’t attend that one, attend another, and do your 

best to advertise our event to the people that are in this 

community.   

In addition, carve out time this week to pray for our na-

tion and visit http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org/ to see 

what is being done nationally are doing, and how you can 

support their effort.  

 

Over then next few months read the book: Prayer by Phil-

lip Yancy 



Read: Luke 18:1-7 

 

Jesus shares a parable that urges believers to persevere in pray-

er. Jesus has to tell believers to pray and not lose heart, because 

He knows we inevitably will. He knows our tendency to become 

discouraged and stop praying. He knows that most people doubt 

the true power of prayer. He knows that when our prayers are 

not answered, we mistakenly believe we are being punished or 

ignored. But when we truly know the character of God, we know 

that prayer should be our first response to any situation. 

What is your attitude when you pray…one of meekness, hesitan-

cy, or boldness? Will you begin today to pray boldly and persis-

tently to God knowing that if it is good for you then it shall be 

yours? 

Father God, I thank You for being my Father who loves and nur-

tures me. Develop in me, Lord, the ability to endure, persist and 

never lose heart. Crush any doubt that tries to creep in when I 

don’t see You moving in my life. Remind me daily that my com-

munication with You, my prayers to You, must be my first re-

sponse in good times and in bad times. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

May 7-13 

 

Your challenge this week is to ask someone (not a relative 

or close friend) to be a prayer partner with you for the 

week.   

Exchange request(s) with one another, and pray for their 

request(s) each day throughout the week.   

It will be a bonus for you and your partner if you make the 

extra effort to contact them and encourage them by 

letting them know you’re praying. Better still, if you are 

able, meet together and pray with them.  That would be a 

big step for some of us, but if we truly want to grow in this 

discipline of prayer, we need to begin taking risks and 

allowing God to use us in other peoples’ lives.   

Enjoy your week and draw still closer to the Lord as you 

serve someone else. 

Read: Mark 11:23-24 

 

Jesus tells the disciples that prayer should be done in confi-

dence, trust, and faith in God. God is the sole source of all good 

things in our lives. We must be careful not to interpret this verse 

to mean that God is a genie in the bottle who will give us what-

ever we want. Our mindset and belief should be that God is able 

and powerful enough to do anything and if it is in His will to do 

so, He shall. 

In what area are your thoughts of God wavering? In what situa-

tion are you lacking faith in God? Will you begin today praying 

for unshakable faith in our unshakable God? 

Father God, I thank You for Your Presence in my life. Remind me 

daily that You are ever-present and at work in my life even when 

I may not see it. Lord, every good and perfect gift comes from 

You. Forgive me when I dismiss those good things in my life as 

coincidence. Lord, help me to stand firm on Your Word and Your 

promises, trusting that everything You have said and promised 

will come to pass. In Jesus' name. Amen. 

May 14-20 

 

Today we celebrate Mother’s Day.  Whether your mom is 

living or not, whether you have (had) a close relationship 

with her or not, she is your mom and the scripture tells us 

to honor her. Spend the week honoring your mom by 

praying for all moms that you know.   

 Pray that they are encouraged and their needs are 

supplied.   

 Pray that their wisdom is increased by the Lord and 

that they are able to represent Him in their homes.   

 For those moms who don’t know the Lord, pray that 

they come closer to a relationship with Jesus this 

week and do your part to be a good witness to them. 

 As a family make a list of all of the moms the children 

know and lead them in a prayer time throughout the 

week for all of those special moms. 



Read: Colossians 4:2 

1 Thessalonians 5:17 

 

Peter encourages the believers in the churches of Colossae and 

Thessalonica to pray without ceasing, to endure in prayer, and to 

have a thankful attitude as they endure. When believers trust 

God’s love, God’s timing, and God’s plan for them, believers can 

wait patiently for Him to do mighty works in their lives. We can 

pray without anxiety or doubt, resting in the knowledge that 

God has us exactly where He needs us to be for our own good 

and for His divine purpose. 

What circumstance have you stopped praying for because you 

have lost hope? What situation seems out of reach from the 

hand of God? Will you begin again today praying to God for His 

divine presence and action in those areas? 

Father God, You are the God who sees me and all that I endure. 

Lord, help me to remain persistent and diligent in my prayer to 

You. Remind me that nothing and no one is out reach of Your 

mighty grasp. Help me to meditate on Your love so that I can 

rest assured that You only have good plans for my life and all 

things will work out for the good. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

May 21-27 

 

As we think about the  many vacations we have planned 

in the weeks and months to come, let’s take some time to 

pray for our missionaries. They may not necessarily have 

the luxuries we do. They have difficult travel and work 

schedules. They have continued challenges and needs 

that we can hardly grasp. 

 

Spend this week praying for our missionaries:  

Mark and Karen Edwards— Costa Rica 

Andrew and Cheryl Tay—Singapore 

Randolph and Jot Valesquez— Philippines  

 

Their prayer letters can be found in the lobby on the mis-

sions board.   

Read: Ephesians 1:15-18 

 

Paul prays that the church of Ephesus will grow in the spirit of 

wisdom and knowledge of God. The Word of God reveals this 

wisdom and knowledge. This is the highest knowledge that a 

believer can have. The Word of God is life, because it reveals 

God and His purposes. We are able to read and understand 

God’s desire towards us. Believers must make prayer and study-

ing God’s Word a priority in order to be aware of the wonderful 

promises and treasure within it. 

What knowledge are you pursuing right now? What has your 

attention? Have you begun to exalt yourself and your desires 

above God? Will you ask God daily to realign your heart with 

His? 

Father God, give me a deep love for prayer and for Your Word. 

Give me a passion for understanding it and sharing it. Pour out 

Your wisdom upon me that I may rightly divide Your Word en-

couraging and uplifting others with it. Lord, help me to walk in 

Your Word, that I may not deceive myself by becoming one who 

only hears Your Word but does not obey it. In Jesus’ name. 

Amen.  

May 28-June 3 

 

The communities around this state and much of the na-

tion will be gathering together to send graduates off to 

their new adult lives.   

 Pray for the teachers, administrators, and staff as 

they prepare for graduation ceremonies and the end 

of their school year. 

 Pray for the students who are graduating to stay 

strong in their faith as they enter into the adult 

world. 

 Pray for the students who are finishing their school 

year in the coming days. 

 Pray for the parents of the graduates.  Anyone who 

has experienced this season of life knows that this is a 

great time to witness to family and friends at parties 

and throughout college preparations. 



Read: Matthew 26:40-41 

 

Jesus urges the disciples to remain vigilant about prayer. Alt-

hough, Jesus knew what He was about to face, He wanted to 

teach His disciples a valuable principle about the power of pray-

er to conquer temptation. The Holy Spirit within a believer de-

sires holiness, so when we surrender our will to the Holy Spirit, 

we become more like Christ. When we depend on our own will-

power and our own strength, we will succumb to temptation. 

What struggles with temptation are you facing today? Has pray-

er been your first response to these temptations? Will you be an 

encouragement to someone today by sharing God’s defeat of a 

temptation in your life? 

Father God, You are my rock and my salvation, my fortress that 

cannot be shaken. I thank You for loving me even knowing that I 

will fail You. I thank You for being my strength when I am weak. I 

thank You for Your Holy Spirit who leads me, guides me, teaches 

me, and aligns my life towards You. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

June 4—10 

As we head full on into summertime this is a perfect time 

to create a space for your prayer time outdoors.  Your 

challenge this week is to find or create a place that is qui-

et where you and the Lord can spend some quality time 

together this summer.   

This week will be your first week to spend with the Lord in 

your new spot.   

 Invite Him in and show Him around so the Lord feels 

welcome.  Does that sound silly?  Perhaps its not very 

pious, but if Jesus is our friend, we should treat Him 

as a very important and significant friend.   

 Add some music for you to sing and/or listen to that 

draws your attention solely to Him.   

 Appreciate the majesty and creativity in God’s crea-

tion around you.  Spend time thanking Him for these 

things. 

Read: Colossians 1:3-12 

 

Paul tells the members of the Colossians church that he has 

been consistently praying for them that they may have 

knowledge of God, be strengthened by Him, and walk with Him. 

God’s desire is for His people to act and serve in unity and har-

mony with one another. He desires for us to accept and revere 

the spiritual gifts that we have been given, to pour our gifts out 

in service to the church, and to pray for our Christian brothers 

and sisters. 

Where is God calling you to serve Him? What objections, fears, 

struggles, or excuses keep you from serving God lovingly and 

wholeheartedly? Will you begin to pray about joining in God’s 

global plan for reaching the lost? 

Father God, You are our Immanent God. You are totally self-

sufficient, yet You choose Your imperfect children to carry out 

Your perfect plans. Lord, give us the boldness to take our rightful 

place in the body of Christ. Help us to unite and work together 

with understanding and compassion in our hearts. Remove any 

spirit of division, opposition, and chaos in Your Church. May we 

decrease individually so that You are magnified and glorified 

through us collectively. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

June 11-17 

Happy Father’s Day ! Let’s honor our dads with prayer.   

For those dads who are no longer living, thank God for the 

life he had and the time you were able to spend with him. 

If your earthly dad is living take time to pray for him, that 

he feels honored by his children, that he works to live up 

to that place of honor, that he grows in his faith this year,  

and that he is a good example as a leader. 

Pray for the dads you know profess Christ as their Savior; 

to step up their boldness and lead fearlessly in their 

homes, workplaces, and in their churches.   

For those dads that are far from Jesus; pray that the Holy 

Spirit would be at work in his life, that he would be sur-

rounded by authentic followers of Christ, and that you 

would be used to be a witness to him. 

 Get the kids involved by making a list of all the dads 

they know and pray with them for those dads.  



Read: 1 Timothy 2:1-3 

Paul writes to Timothy that we are responsible to God in all 

things, but we must also submit to the civil, government, and 

work authority that God has placed us under. That is unless that 

authority contradicts the Word of God. We have to remember, 

believers have dual citizenship. This world is not our home. 

While we are here, we must act as valuable and productive citi-

zens, but always with our eyes, our heart, and our actions turned 

towards God. Believers have a calling to pray passionately for 

those in our government, in our work leadership, and in authori-

ty over us that they too may turn their hearts towards God. 

Who in authority are you struggling to submit to? Will you pray 

for God’s peace in submission and a willing heart that prays for 

that authority figure? 

Father God, You are sovereign over all. You reign supreme. 

There is none above You. There is not one person that Your hand 

can’t reach, touch, or change. Though I am a citizen of this fallen 

world, my home is in heaven with You. When I struggle with my 

duties and obligations to authority here on earth, help me to 

submit. When I must oppose authority here on earth because it 

opposes You, give me the strength and courage to stand. Re-

mind me daily of who has true authority in my life. In Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 

June 18—24 

 

Full-time ministry is not for the feint of heart!  The fami-

lies involved in ministry are held to a standard that far 

exceeds most of ours.  They are often a target for people 

in their communities, even inside their churches, to criti-

cize. In addition, Satan works overtime to distract and 

discourage them from an effective ministry. 

Please lift up Pastor Don and his wife Evie, along with his 

children and grandchildren.  Also pray for all of the folks 

that you know who serve the Lord in ministry.   

 Pray for their protection, their families, that they are 

encouraged and sustained in their ministries.   

 Pray that their influence increases this year and that 

they are filled and led by the Holy Spirit. 

Read: Luke 6:27-28 

 

Jesus speaks in the Sermon on the Mount about the tenants of 

His kingdom. Jesus tells those who love Him to love our enemies 

by doing good for them, blessing them, and praying for them. 

This is a command reminding us that love is an action, not a 

feeling. If we are to bear Jesus’ cross, if we are to follow Him, 

then we must do what He has done for us....He loved us while 

we were sinners and despised Him. Our faith is not really tested 

until God asks us to bear what seems unbearable, do what 

seems unreasonable, and expect what seems impossible. 

What struggle are you having forgiving, loving the unlovable, or 

blessing those who curse you? Will you ask the Lord for His heart 

for the unlovable people in your life? Will you ask the Lord each 

day to soften your heart more and more? 

Father God, I thank You for Your gift of the Holy Spirit because 

without Him, I absolutely could not and would not do this. Thank 

You for reminding me what true love is and revealing true love in 

action. Thank You for desiring that I love like You and Your pre-

cious Son. Thank You for continuing to put me in difficult situa-

tions where I am forced to walk this out by forgiving offenses 

against me each and every day. Thank You for choosing me to 

change the hearts of my enemies. In Jesus' name. Amen  

June 25-July 1 

 

This week take the time to pray for the public servants in 

your area.   This list would include elected officials such as 

legislators, judges, mayors, police officers, firefighters, 

ambulance crews, and city workers.   

 Do some research this week to find out who your 

public officials are, if you don’t already know.   

 Contact them if you can to learn how you might best 

pray for them or contact them to let them know that 

you have prayed for them. 

 Be observant and pay attention to the media. As you 

become aware of the names of public servants, local 

issues, or difficult events in your community, stop and 

quickly pray before for you carry on.  

 



Read: Romans 5:1-2 

Paul states that it is only because of God's grace that we are 

saved. But it is also God's grace that we are made new creations 

at the time of salvation. We are brand new. We are transformed 

into God's child. Filled with God: God's love, God’s peace, God's 

spiritual gifts, God's desires, God's mission. We are His master-

piece created for a purpose and mission elevated much higher 

than ourselves. Everything that we have been through in life 

(our loves, our losses, our heartbreaks, our successes, our fail-

ures, our insecurities) have all led to our union with Him. 

Do you take your access to God for granted? What accomplish-

ments do you boast about that truly are God’s accomplishments 

through you and His gifts to you? Will you begin to thank God 

daily for His gifts and continued presence in your life? 

Father God, I thank You that I am not the same person that I was 

before You. I thank You that You and I were destined to be to-

gether. Empower me, Lord, with Your mission; free of fear, free 

of insecurity, free of doubt. Remind me Lord that anything and 

everything good in my life is solely because of You. I thank You 

that Your measure of success is not the same as mine. Remind 

me each day that You have not called me to be successful, com-

fortable, prosperous, or even outstanding; You have called me 

only to be faithful. In Jesus' name. Amen 

July 2-8 

Can you believe it?  6 months have passed.   

It’s a good time to do some assessment and for this you 

will need to carve out a little extra time this week. 

 If you are able, go on a prayer walk by yourself. 

 Find a secluded place where you can be alone, just 

like Jesus used to do. 

 Schedule a mini retreat away from your normal rou-

tine. 

Here are a few questions to ask:  Is your time with God 

becoming more personal where you are hearing from Him 

and taking delight in His presence?  How have you seen 

God answer your prayers?  What needs to change in your 

life to deepen your connection with the Lord?  

Record your answers in your journal and/or share with a 

prayer partner. 

Read: 1 John 5:13-15 

 

John shares a wonderful promise with believers…the promise 

that God hears those who love Him. Many believers lose hope 

and wonder whether the circumstances that we face are even 

noticed. But God promises that because of His great love for us 

and because of Jesus’ resurrection, we have His constant pres-

ence, a new hope, a brand new life, and a future inheritance in 

heaven. 

What attacks of your mind and heart threaten to keep you from 

believing that God hears your prayers? Will you pray today for 

assurance of His promises in His Word? 

Father God, I thank You that I am significant to You. I thank You 

that You hear me. Lord, help me trust Your promises in Your 

Word. Let my heart not be swayed by the answer I may receive 

from You, but only by Your promise that You hear me and You 

care. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

July 9-15 

 

Here is a new challenge to expand your prayer life.  This 

week as you think about your friends and family in need 

of prayer. Set up a reminder that occurs in your every day 

life.  Each time you stop at a stop light or stop sign pray 

for one of your family members or friends who need a 

relationship with Jesus.  It might be helpful to keep a list 

in your car.   

You don’t get out and drive everyday?  No problem, 

choose another daily occurrence, like every time the mi-

crowave beeps, or the dryer?  Or every time you let your 

dog outside?   

 This is a family friendly activity and great habit to 

build into the lives of children.  Help them to find dai-

ly reminders to trigger prayer times.  Maybe every 

time an alarm sounds at school, or every time they 

stop for a bathroom break.  Get creative folks! 



Read: Isaiah 41:10 

Psalm 34:18 

David reminds believers that God remains very near to those 

who are suffering and in sorrow. Believers can cling to this prom-

ise at all times. Believers will also find that it is when we are 

suffering and in pain that we give the Lord our closest attention, 

our most honest prayers, and our boldest requests. He has never 

gone away; it is simply that we have made Him the top priority 

in our life. Suffering and pain exposes our weakness and lack of 

control over this life of ours and causes us to lean in utter de-

pendence on the Lord. The Lord works no less in the lives of 

those He loves whether they are in tragedy or in abundance. His 

love never dims. His compassion fails us not. 

What heartache will you surrender to God today? Who do you 

know experiencing heartache that you can pray for? 

Father God, I thank You that You are an ever present help when I 

am in trouble. When I begin to doubt Your presence, Your pur-

pose, and Your plan for my suffering, remind me that it was in 

the midst of my pain that You took Your rightful place as My 

Heavenly Father. Remind me that You are bigger than my trage-

dies, and that through suffering and sorrow I will be able to ex-

perience a love and intimacy from You that I have never known 

before. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

July 16-22 

 

As many of us are planning and enjoying time away to be 

refreshed, the ministry work continues.  Pray for those 

who are staying behind and covering the responsibilities 

of our vacationers.   

While you are on vacation, remember that God ‘s mission 

for your life is to be in relationship with Him and to make 

disciples.  Think of the opportunity you will have to meet 

people in campgrounds, in hotels, on boats,  and other 

activities summer. 

Every day, every where you go, there are people that God 

has brought across your path. Look for opportunities to be 

kind, pray, help, encourage, share spiritual truth with, and  

tell The Story: yours and His. 

Every one you encounter has a final destination after this 

life, be the one to point them towards Jesus. 

Read: Matthew 7:7-11 

 

Jesus speaks of God’s great generosity and love. He reminds 

believers that God only wants what is best for us, and we can 

trust that He will give us His good gifts to be used for His good 

plans and purposes. 

How are you using the good gifts that God has entrusted you? 

Will you pray today to be a good steward of all the blessings God 

has poured out in your life? 

Father God, You are my gracious Provider who gives generously 

to Your children. Lord, help me to be good stewards of the re-

sources You bless me with. Empower me to pour out Your grace 

and mercy to those around me. Lord, remove any self-imposed 

efforts to earn Your approval and love. Remind me that Your 

love is a gift, unending and never failing, that I can pour out gen-

erously to others knowing that You will continually replenish. In 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 

July 23-29 

 

Pray for your workplace (your spouse’s, parents’, chil-

drens’, etc.) this week.  Again, there are many people cov-

ering for those on vacation, doing things that they don’t 

normally do.  This can add stress, unfinished work, and 

potentially errors that need to be corrected, adding more 

tension in the workplace.    

 If you have a chance, take a worker out to lunch this 

week or find a way to be a special blessing to them. 

 Deliver cold bottles of water to people working out-

side.   

 Take a snack to a workplace for people to enjoy. 

 



Read:  Romans 8:26-27 

 

Paul reminds believers of the role of the Holy Spirit. Those who 

surrender their lives to God through Jesus Christ are given the 

gift of the Holy Spirit who fills, indwells, and permeates within us 

reminding us that we are now the perfection and righteousness 

of our Savior. The Holy Spirit is central to believers, working 

within us to align our thoughts, emotions, and behaviors with 

God through prayer. When we yield to the Holy Spirit, we can be 

assured that we are aligned with Almighty God Himself. 

How often do you find yourself submitting your thought life and 

prayer life to the Holy Spirit? Will you pray for the Lord to align 

your life with His will for you? 

Father God, I thank You for Your gift of the Holy Spirit, who has 

taught me more about myself and about You than I could have 

ever imagined. Help me, Lord, to remain submitted to the Holy 

Spirit that I may remain aligned with Your will for my life. Thank 

You for loving me so much that You have gifted me with my very 

own Teacher, Guide, Advocate, and Prayer Warrior. In Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 

July 30-August 5 

Plan a few prayer walks this week. Invite different people 

to join you.  Choose one or more of these ideas to pray for 

people. 

 Walk around your neighborhood. 

 Use the prayer chapel trail that has been set up at 

Grace. 

 Use your lunch hour at work to walk around the park-

ing lot or the nearby neighborhood. 

 Have a doctor’s appointment?  Take the time to walk 

around the hospital, or medical center.  

 Going shopping or out to eat?  Walk around that 

parking lot, mall, etc.   

Over the next few months, read the book: A Simple Way 

to Pray: The Wisdom of Martin Luther on Prayer  by Archie 

Parrish 

Read: 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

 

Paul shares his plight of God answering no to his prayer. God 

expresses that His strength is made perfect in Paul’s weakness. 

Inevitably, Paul expresses gladness at the thorn in his flesh, be-

cause it reveals God great presence and grace in his life. A be-

liever’s trials, tests, and suffering will purify our hearts by burn-

ing off self-reliance, self-centeredness, impatience and arro-

gance. Trials and tests also strengthen our faith as we endure 

and persevere clinging to God through every moment. Trials and 

tests reveal to the world that our God is worthy of any suffering 

we may endure on this earth. 

What negative answers to prayer have you doubting God’s love 

and provision for you? Will you pray for a God-centered perspec-

tive and His grace and strength to help you endure? 

Father God, I thank You that Your strength is made perfect in my 

weakness. Help me to cling to You even as my heart is breaking. 

Lord, teach me how to take pleasure in suffering for Your sake so 

that I may have the privilege in sharing in Your fellowship of 

suffering. Remind me that those who love You will experience 

sorrow and disappointment but will also experience Your great 

love and presence. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

August 6-12 

 

This week turn your focus away from your self and your 

needs and toward God and His desires.   

 Ask God how you can bless Him this week?   

 What can you do just to honor and worship Him? 

 Where does He want you to serve Him this week? 

 Spend one or more of your prayer times with Him just 

praising who He is. 

 Read a scripture back to Him that has been important 

in your life and thank Him for these words. 

 Sing to Him. 

 Identify some ways that your family can do this to-

gether. 



Read: 1 Samuel 1:1-20 

 

Hannah prayed to the Lord for a child. After years of ridicule, 

weeping, and anguish, the Lord answers her prayer with the 

birth of Samuel. Hannah was persistent in prayer and fasting 

even though she had no idea whether the Lord would answer 

her prayer. She remained faithful and persistent in her worship 

of Him. Likewise, believers should remain persistent in our pray-

er, our worship, and our dedication to the Lord whether He an-

swers in our favor or not. The blessing is not in the God answer 

to the believer, but in the privilege to be able to speak to our 

Holy God. 

What prayers are you losing hope for? Will you ask God to help 

you endure and persist in prayer and worship just as Hannah 

did? 

Father God, You are the God whose love perseveres with me 

through every situation. Lord, help me to endure when I believe 

I have nothing else left. Help me to continue to praise and wor-

ship you when I may not see Your work. Remind me that You 

never sleep nor slumber, but are very active in the lives of those 

You love. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

August 13-19 

Remember one of our goals that we prayed over at the 

beginning of the year was to essentially see 20 people 

come to Christ this year.  It is time to revisit your list of 

family and friends who do not know Jesus.   

This week pray specifically for a special opportunity to 

share Christ with one or more of them this week.   

 Pray for the quiet time that you can have their undi-

vided attention and the right words to say.   

 Pray that God prepares their hearts ahead of time so 

they are able to hear the truth of God.   

 Pray for clarity on their part that they could make a 

decision, even if the decision is to think about it, or 

read through a booklet, etc.   

 Pray that they follow through, and check up on them 

trusting God and assuring them of your friendship.  

Read: Psalm 37:7 

Lamentations 3:25 

 

David urges believers to trust God with their provision and to 

wait patiently for His work in their lives. In God’s Word, we see 

that God has a period of preparation and testing for every per-

son called to do His will. Believers must trust that God’s timing is 

for our good and will lead to the best outcome in His plan for us. 

We must be careful not to be anxious or else we may find our-

selves moving outside of the will of God. 

In what circumstance is God asking you to wait? Will you pray 

for God’s peace and joy as you endure? 

 

Father God, You are the God whose promises are sure. Lord, give 

me patience. Help me to remain in Your will. When You sense 

me moving ahead of You, place obstacles in my way. I thank You, 

Lord, for all the times You protected me from what I thought I 

wanted, but You knew were wrong for me. Bring those times of 

protection to my remembrance when I become anxious with 

waiting. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

August 20-26 

This week read 1 Chronicles 4:9-10 several times. Bruce 

Wilkinson’s book, The Prayer of Jabez is based upon this 

passage and is a simple and yet powerful study on the 

power of prayer.  A pdf copy of his book can be found on 

our website.  

“And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, "Oh, that You 

would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, that Your 

hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from 

evil, that I may not cause pain." So God granted him what 

he requested. “ 

Pray the prayer of Jabez over Grace church this week.   

 That God would continue to meet the needs of our 

people and ministry. 

 That our influence in the community would grow. 

 That the people of our church would be protected. 



Read: 1 Kings 18:20-39 

 

God shows Himself strong in this miracle carried by Elijah. 

Through this miracle, all of the nonbelievers recognize the glory, 

power, and magnificence of God. Believers can allow a casual 

attitude to creep into our relationship with God. We can forget 

His holiness, His great power, and His transcendence above all of 

the laws of nature. God is not limited by time or space, nor is He 

ever taken by surprise by any circumstance we face. 

What miracles have you seen God do in your life or the lives of 

those you know? Will you pray about whom you can share that 

miracle with so that they might glorify God? 

Father God, You are the God that spoke the universe into exist-

ence. My finite mind can barely comprehend Your infinite exist-

ence. Lord, forgive me when I make You small in my life, when I 

put You in a box, when I attempt to predict Your ways and Your 

thoughts. Remind me, Lord, that the heavens declare Your pow-

er and Your handwork. Lord, may You always be elevated and 

lifted up high in my life. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  

August 27-September 2 

 

Pray for your local public school district’s administration, 

teachers, and staff as they prepare for their doors to 

open.  Remember the private schools and pre-schools as 

well in your prayers. 

 This is a great family friendly activity.  Gather the 

names of your children/grandchildren’s teachers, 

helpers, staff, administrators, etc. and pray together 

for them as a family. 

 Have friends or relatives in other school districts?  Do 

the same for them. 

 Don’t have kids or grandkids in school?  Drive to local 

schools and walk around their parking lot/school 

buildings praying for God’s blessings on their year.  

Let staff or administrators know what you’re doing if 

you see them.   

Read:  John 1:16 

Ephesians 3:20-21 

God gifts believers generously of Himself. He gifts us with His 

Son, His Spirit, His love, His presence, His blessings, and the list 

goes on and on. Believers are called to share all that we have 

been given so that God will be glorified. Sacrificial giving of our 

love, our prayers, our money, our time, our talents and our gifts 

show that we trust the Lord to continue to provide, supply, and 

replenish all of those things in our lives. It shows that He truly is 

the center of our hearts. 

In what areas of your life do you need to reflect God’s generosi-

ty? Will you pray today for God to help you to trust that He will 

replenish all that you give away? 

Father God, You are our generous Provider with the universe’s 

resources at Your fingertips. You are our generous God who 

pours selflessly into our lives, not expecting anything in return. 

Lord, forgive us when we withhold from You and from Your peo-

ple. Lord, forgive us when we allow doubt and fear to prevent us 

from giving You our all, from sacrificing and sharing. Thank You, 

Lord, for continuing to pour over and over into our lives despite 

our failings and our apprehension. Thank You for giving every-

thing to me generously, selflessly, and unconditionally. In Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 

September 3-9 

You are now heading out of the summer schedule and 

back into the routine of fall.   For some this is an unwel-

comed change and others embrace it.  Regardless, it is a 

new season and with that new season comes an oppor-

tunity for growth.   

Bouncing off what we read last week use this time with 

God to ask for your borders to be expanded.   

 Ask God use your life to influence a new person or 

family this fall. 

 Ask God to give you the resources to help someone in 

need. 

 As you see the changes take place this season pray 

for someone who is going through a difficult change 

in their life. 

 



Read:  Psalm 5:3 

Proverbs 8:17 

 

The psalmist declares that the first thing that he will do is dedi-

cate his day to the Lord. God who wakes us up each day should 

be the first to receive our thanks, our devotion, and our love. 

This is also the pattern that we see Jesus exemplify…praying to 

the Lord and seeking Him for direction early in the morning. 

Will you ask the Lord to help you establish a pattern of early 

morning worship and prayer? 

Father God, I thank You that Your mercies are new every morn-

ing. Lord, lead and guide my day. Keep me focused on letting my 

light shine on all those who need to know and experience Your 

love. I pray for an outpouring of Your peace and love in my life 

and the lives of those around me each day. In Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

September 10-16 

 

Moms and Dads, children alike bring lunches with them to 

school or work.  

 Write out a prayer to your family members, or just a 

note telling that person that you’re praying for them 

and stick it in their lunch, backpack, or briefcase. 

 For a greater challenge make up some cards that say 

“I prayed for you”, and stick them in the lunches of 

your co-workers or classmates.  Do it in secret.  :) 

 Get the whole family involved and add co-workers 

and classmates to your family prayer time in the 

mornings or evenings. 

Read:  Psalm 63:5-8 

 

The psalmist spends the evening reflecting on God’s presence 

and help throughout the day. Believers should set aside time, 

not just in the beginning of the day, but also in the evening be-

fore bed to worship and praise God for all of the events of the 

day. In this way our entire day has been dedicated and devoted 

to Him. 

Will you ask the Lord to help you establish a pattern of evening 

reflection and prayer? 

Father God, I thank You for carrying my burdens throughout the 

day. I thank You for helping me to reflect Your love and Your 

light on all those I encounter. I thank You for the challenges and 

trials that I experienced throughout the day, because they 

helped me to seek and depend on You. Protect me and my loved 

ones as we sleep. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

September 17-23 

 

Pray for the church leadership this week.   

- Pastor Don and the staff (Lisa, Ryan, Emily, and Leslie)  

- The elders who are not on staff (find their names listed 

on the church website if you don’t know them)  

- The deacons (find their names listed on the church web-

site if you don’t know them) 

 

 Choose one person a day to pray for. For some crea-

tivity take the person’s first name and use each letter 

for a specific area to pray over (i.e.  D-discernment, O

-obedience, N-nice … as in play nice :)) 

 Send them a message, text, email, or note to let them 

know that you’ve prayed for them. 



Read:  Psalm 100 

 

The psalmist makes a proclamation of joy to the Lord who has 

been so good to Him. Believers can be thankful to God for good-

ness and His presence. We can rest our confidence and assur-

ance in the fact that the Lord is in our midst pouring mercy and 

truth into our lives. 

What transformation would take place in your life if you focused 

only on God’s mercy and goodness in your life? Will you begin to 

pray for more focus and meditation on God’s mighty work in 

your life and the lives around you? 

Father God, I thank You for Your joy. Thank You for reminding 

me that Your mercy and truth are abundant and readily available 

in my life. Thank You for showing me that I’m enough, that I am 

worthy of love, and that You value and delight in me. Lord, show 

me how to walk in the knowledge of Your love. Thank You for 

Your patient and tender love and care. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

September 24-30 

 

We have prayed for educators, public servants, and busi-

ness owners in our communities.  This week pray for 

health care providers.   

 Do you know a doctor, dentist, nurse, chiropractor, 

etc.?  Be bold and contact them to see how you can 

pray for them.   

 If not, simply pray for the health care providers in 

your area. Start with those you visit and let them 

know you’ve prayed for them via mail, email, etc. 

 We have several health care providers in our congre-

gation.  Take the time to thank them for their work 

and pray for their witness. 

 

 

Read: Psalm 18:1-6 

 

David cries out to the Lord in his distress and rejoices in his deliv-

erance. It is easy to assume that the Lord is only with us when 

our circumstances are going well. We see God’s favor and bless-

ings as reward and evidence of His goodness in our lives. God is 

no less sovereign over those who must endure tragedy in their 

lives. God is no less loving or trustworthy in the lives of those 

who experience the worst of circumstances. Our Lord remains 

the same…always present, faithful, and loving, no matter what. 

Will you choose to trust God and cry out to Him in all of my cir-

cumstances, even the painful ones? 

Father God, You are the healer of the broken hearted and only 

You can bind up our wounds. Help me to pursue You when I hurt 

the most. Help me to remember that You are the God who can 

restore shattered dreams and renew a future with victory and 

joy. Remind me that in tragedy, suffering, and pain, You are 

most near and that You will never leave me, forsake me, or fail 

me. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

October 1-7 

Something to consider.  Prayer is the way that the life of 

God in us is nourished. Our common ideas regarding pray-

er are not found in the New Testament. We look upon 

prayer simply as a means of getting things for ourselves, 

but the biblical purpose of prayer is that we may get to 

know God Himself.   

 Pick a characteristic of God and look it up in your Bi-

ble’s concordance and get to the know that charac-

teristic. 

 Read: Psalm 23 and list the characteristics that you 

see.  Think about how you have seen each of these 

qualities of God in your life. (i.e. How has God guided 

you like a good shepherd?  Etc.)  

 Pray that these characteristics become more evident 

in your life.   



Read:  Psalm 51 

David laments describing the sorrow he feels after committing 

great sin. David’s desire to have a clean heart before God is one 

that believers should also seek. But God made an everlasting 

provision for permanent cleansing from sin, the sacrifice of His 

Son for sinners. Believers were once sinners who actively op-

posed God’s agenda, who cared nothing for the things or ways 

of God, who deserved the wrath of God.  Through that one act 

of Jesus alone, the opportunity was given for all to be reconciled 

with God by making the choice to surrender our lives to Him and 

follow Him. A believer’s confidence, assurance, hope, and stabil-

ity can stand on the fact that God did the hardest thing. He sacri-

ficed His Son to become one with His enemies. God freed us 

from the penalty and power of sin through our surrender to 

Jesus Christ. 

Have you surrendered your life to the Lord? Who do you know 

that needs to hear the Good News of Jesus Christ’s sacrifice on 

the Cross? Will you share that Good News today? 

Father God, I thank You Lord for loving me out of the darkness. I 

thank You for sacrificing Your Son for me. Lord, help me to total-

ly rely on You, trust You completely, and surrender all of my 

problems and my pain to You…knowing that You love me as Your 

own. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

October 8-14 

Have you ever reached out to your family, extended fami-

ly, acquaintances, or friends to learn how you might pray 

for them?   

Here are a couple of ideas to extend your reach: 

 As you encounter people in conversation this week 

and become aware of needs, ask if you can pray for 

them.  

 Use social media and when you hear of a need send 

an actual or specific prayer message to them. 

 Set up a virtual prayer room.  As an example; use 

your personal wall on Facebook to let your friends 

know that they can send you a private prayer re-

quest. 

Ask people! Take requests! Pray pray pray! See what a 

difference you can make in this week in their lives. 

Read: 1 Corinthians 13:4 

 

Our workplaces form the backdrop for our concrete experience 

of life. Here we experience the satisfaction of a job well done, 

the frustration of delays, the joys and difficulties of working 

alongside others, the discipline of submitting to authority, and 

the need to manage our time effectively.  

Let’s look at our homes, for some of us these are one in the 

same, both our work place and the place where we raise our 

children, learn to live with one another in harmony, learn to 

work together and compliment each other, and practice love. 

Pray that you show love today.   

Pray that you model showing love to all who see and hear you. 

Pray that all who cross paths with you this week experience 

something different.  A kind of love that comes from someone 

who is wholly loved, a child of God. 

Father, your love is perfectly patient, perfectly kind, it is humble 

and stronger than any other force on earth.  I pray that I would 

trust in the truth of your love, and respond by treating others 

the way you have treated me.  In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

October 15-21 

 

Trunk-or-Treat is one of our 4 events that reach out to the 

community to extend God’s love to the unchurched who 

need a relationship with Jesus.   

This is an opportunity for you to actually take part in the 

event and support it with prayer and resources. Now you 

could just dress up and hand out candy.  

However our desire is to pray for people as they walk by.  

To be friendly and engaging.  To be kind and treat every-

one respectfully.  To give people a picture of what Jesus 

looks like.   

 Pray that our church family would be excited about 

this ministry opportunity and that Jesus’ love would 

be experienced by all who attend. 

 Pray that we have the resources needed. 

 Pray the lost people who attend to be receptive.  



Read:  1 John 3:18 

 

Changing habitual patterns is not easy. Willpower is seldom 

enough. It will take us so far, but we often find ourselves slipping 

back into old ways. The truth is that we cannot, of ourselves, 

change - only God can change us.  

Can you relate to that statement?  God alone can make the per-

manent changes in our life that shape us into the person He 

created us to be.  This week think about how we can simply live 

out the lifestyle that Jesus has modeled for us.  Loving God with 

all of our heart and helping others find a relationship with Christ.   

 

Father God,  help us to see the change that You are making in 

our lives.  Help us give credit where it is do and fall more deeply 

in love with You.  Empower us to live out the relationship we 

have with you in an real, authentic, everyday lifestyle so that we 

can bless You and point others to You.  In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

October 22-28 

 

Elections will be held soon.  This is a good time to remem-

ber our elected government officials: federal, state, and 

local.  Don’t know their names?  Visit  https://

www.usa.gov/elected-officials 

Want to take it a step farther?  Begin praying for the lead-

ers of other countries. 

 This is a family friendly project.  Do some research 

together to find the names of our current world lead-

ers, and teach your children to pray for them.  Pray 

for their countries.  Pray that the Word of God is 

available, and that Christians in these countries are 

protected and resourced. 

 Likewise look up your own elected officials and pray 

that God would actively be working in their lives, 

drawing them to a personal relationship.  

Read: 1 John 4:19 

 

As Richard Foster points out in ‘Celebration of Discipline’: 

‘Nothing disciplines the inordinate desires of the flesh like ser-

vice, and nothing transforms the desires of the flesh like serving 

in hiddenness. The flesh whines against service but screams 

against hidden service. It strains and pulls for honor and recogni-

tion.’  

Service is a very important part of your spiritual growth.  The 

truth is that loving and serving others sets us apart from the 

world who is concerned with numero uno, ME!  Christians that 

truly want to deepen their faith, and be more Christ-like, need to 

serve others.  Better still serving other in secret, allows us to 

place others’ needs before our own, and leave no opportunity to 

promote anyone but Christ alone.   Try it out.  Start with some-

thing very small just a simple act of kindness done in secret.  Ask 

God to let you see the need that needs to be met.  Meditate on 

this verse.  Put it into action and give God the glory.  It is life-

changing. 

Father God, thank You for your love.  Help me see who to love 

on Your behalf this week, and how to love them so they see You.  

In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

October 29-November 4 

 

We are going to host a good, old-fashioned prayer 

meeting this week.  Details will be in our email, program, 

and on our website.  Too nervous to pray in public?  No 

problem! Come and participate in personal prayer time 

and worship Him. 

 

Over the next few months read the book:  A Praying Life 

by Paul Miller 



Read: Romans 15:13 

 

Joy and peace come from trusting in the God of hope– ask 

God to fill you with His joy as you work today. 

Our non-believing colleagues are likely to equate ‘life to 

the full’ with the concept of ‘more’: more possessions, 

more success, more achievements, more excitement, 

more leisure, more fun, more money, etc. Jesus offers his 

followers a life that is full to overflowing and if you have 

been a believer long enough you have most certainly ex-

perienced the blessings from God that fill you up.  His pro-

visions go far beyond the possessions and achievements 

the world sees as success, they are eternal joys, grace that 

we didn’t expect.  Love that was overwhelming.  Peace 

that can’t be manufactured.   And so on.   

Father God, what great joy You bring into my life.  Help 

me to be more aware of the fingerprints You leave behind 

in my life.  Help me to appreciate the hard experiences 

that lead to greater joys.  Accept my praise and let others 

see the confidence I have in You.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

November 5-11 

 

The holiday season will soon be upon us and our hearts 

should move toward thanksgiving and gratitude toward 

God.   

If you have been a using a journal throughout your prayer 

journey this year, great.  If you have not, it might be very 

helpful to start one just for this month.    

 Make a list of new insights about God that you have 

learned so far this year. 

 Consider the lessons that you have learned and ap-

plied to your life.  What are the life changes that 

God’s word has encouraged you to make? 

 Also, reflect upon the trials that you’ve gone through 

and the ways that God has cared and provided for 

you.  

 

Read: Romans 12:18 

 

Ah we are entering the season of family gatherings, and spend-

ing time with people that bring joy to our lives as well as those 

who do not.   

Here is the rub.  God’s word says that we are to live at peace 

with everyone.  Co-workers, mothers-in-law, everyone to the 

best of our ability.  Why???  Because we are set apart for His 

glory.  Why??? Because the world will know we are different 

when are behavior isn’t like theirs, right?  Why???  Because for-

giveness is allowing someone to live ‘rent free’ in your head, 

potentially leading to anguish and even mental torment. When 

we forgive, we resign our role as self-appointed judge and jury 

and leave the court room. We tear up the charge sheet against 

the other person, not because it doesn’t matter - but because 

we entrust the situation into God’s hands. However, we also 

exercise godly wisdom as to future dealings with that person.   

This is how other’s see Jesus in our lives and this is why we need 

to live at peace with everyone, as much as is possible.   

Father, help us let go of those things that don’t please you in our 

relationships.  Help us to let go of real and perceived wounds 

because YOU are much better at resolution than we are.  Let us 

trust in You, and live at peace during this season. Amen. 

November 12-18 

 

Short and sweet.  Put your thoughts into actions this week 

and be a blessing to others.   

Right a thank-you note to friends and family members this 

week. Think about a quality about their life that you ap-

preciated and/or an action that they did on your behalf.  

Include a prayer or scripture that you want to share with 

them.  Pray for them as you seal that note. 

 Yes!  Get your kids involved in this project.  They have 

friends and family that they can send a thank you 

note to as well. 

 



Read:  Read Philippians 4:6-7 

 

Meditate on this passage this week as you pray.  Bring every 

anxious thought, every anxious moment you experience all day 

long to God.  Allow Him to control these situations, circumstanc-

es, and more importantly your responses to the circumstances, 

and receive His peace. 

C. S. Lewis explains why the real problem of the Christian life 

comes where we don’t usually look for it: ‘It comes the very 

moment you wake up each morning. All your wishes and hopes 

for the day rush at you like wild animals. And the first job each 

morning consists simply in shoving them all back; in listening to 

that other voice, taking that other point of view, letting that 

other larger, stronger, quieter life come flowing in. And so on, all 

day.’  

Can you pray too much?  Nope.  God desires to be connected to 

you all day long, every single day.  Pray 20 times, or 100 times, 

or 1,000 times if that is how many anxious thoughts you have. 

Father God,  I want a new life, the life that you desire for me, 

which is filled with Your peace.  I choose You, over control.  I 

choose to be free to love and live for You.  In Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

November 19-25 

 

Next week we will be celebrating our 24th anniversary 

and entering into our 25th year of ministry at Grace.  This 

is a big deal!   

 Pray like never before that Grace is a place where 

people can find Jesus, a place that cares about the 

lost and the wounded.   

 Pray that all attenders find their place and serve 

wholeheartedly, as they, we, collectively ARE Grace 

church.   

 Pray that we have a growing sense of urgency and a 

passion to build God’s kingdom. 

 Pray that God gives clear direction for the future of 

the church. 

 

Read: 1 Thessalonians 5:11 

 

We all need encouragement to sustain us as we seek to grow, 

and it is an important part of the function of any group of believ-

ers to encourage each other and build each other up.  You may 

be in need of encouragement today.  Pray that God will provide 

the encouragement that you need.  If you are a child of God, the 

Holy Spirit indwells you.  One of His important jobs is to be your 

encourager.  Part of the problem might be that you’re not listen-

ing, thus the reason for your prayers.   

Secondly, one of the best ways to receive encouragement is to 

give encouragement.  Find someone in the church, at work, in 

your neighborhood, that could use some encouragement and 

serve them in some way.   

Finally, ask for encouragement from a trusted, old Christian.  We 

strongly encourage mentoring at Grace and this is one of the 

benefits to being in either a one on one mentoring relationship 

or a small group (Home Group or Grace U group) that will place 

you in accountable relationships with others who can help you. 

Father God, help me to seek healthy accountable relationships 

with believers so that I can be a giver and receiver of encourage-

ment.  Thank You God, for always providing.  In Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

November 26-December 2 

One of the things that we notice about Jesus’ ministry and 

the early church is that they were aware of those who 

were suffering, in need, and alone.  

This week we are going to reach out to the same type of 

people in our community.  You could minister to people in 

hospitals, nursing homes, foster care homes, and those 

who are being served at community relief agencies.  

 Deliver a simple gift box with useful items such as: 

bottled water, lotion, protein bars, hair brush or 

comb, paper and pens, etc.   

 Go and spend time with one of these people; pray 

with them,  listen to their story, play a game with 

them, help them fill out a Christmas card, etc.  

 Yes!  This is a perfect family project.  Serving others in 

small ways like this helps teach children an awareness 

of others, and the value of serving.   



Read: Mark 1:35 

 

Happy December!  We are certainly entering the busiest time of 

the year.  Therefore, this spiritual oasis may appear out of place, 

however, this is a very good time to get away with God and re-

flect on Him.   

Jesus often went to a solitary place in order to pray. Amid the 

activities of today, carve out a time of solitude. 

The discipline of solitude is one of the most powerful disciplines 

in developing a prayerful life. It is a simple, though not easy, way 

to free us from the slavery of our occupations and preoccupa-

tions and to begin to hear the voice that makes all things new. 

Try spending 5 minutes of absolute quite to listen to the Lord 

and thank Him for His life today, and each day this week.   

If you can, increase the time by one minute each day.  This is a 

discipline you will not regret strengthening.   

Father God,  our world is full of chaos, and noise that distracts 

me from You.  Help me set aside time just to listen to Your voice, 

and respond to Your lead.  Let this time be pleasing to You and 

help me gain a better perspective this month.  In Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 

December 3-9 

Christmas is 3 weeks away and this time lends itself to 

personal worship, singing carols, and reading about the 

birth of the Savior.  

Spend the week in adoration of our Lord.  You could try a 

5—7 day advent devotional (found on youversion) or 

simply read through the Christmas story found in 

Matthew 2, and Luke 2.   

 Thank God for submitting Himself to becoming flesh, 

for lowering Himself to live among us.  

 Thank Him for His humble beginnings that we can 

identify with.   

 Thank Him for the  unfailing love that He has shown 

to you throughout this year.  

 Thank God for all that you’ve learned about Him and 

all of the time He has spent with you. 

Read:  James 5:7-10 

Ask God to draw your attention to where others show patience 

today - what do you notice? 

Patience is often something that we ask God for.  We actually 

have all of the patience we need when we are connect to our 

power source, to God.  The problem is putting all of this patience 

into use.   

Here is an exercise that might help us grow in the area of pa-

tience or maybe something else.  Again, you’ll want to pull out a 

prayer journal.  Start by asking God to review your day with you.  

Ask Him for His perspective on what happened and how you 

handled it.  Did you display a Christ-like attitude?  Were you 

patient with others.  Did you respond in love?  Were you truth-

ful?  Did you avoid things that should have been addressed?  Did 

you rehash old problems that you had previously given to God?   

What is one thing that can be corrected tomorrow?  What is one 

thing that can be improved upon?  What is one things that you 

would like to repeat?  Pray through all of this and repeat tomor-

row.   

Thank you Father, for letting me grow and learn like a child.  You 

are a good and patient Father and I am grateful to be yours. 

Amen. 

December 10-16 

You are undoubtedly spending time with family and 

friends over the next few weeks.  Plan different ways that 

you can encourage them in their faith, whether they are 

already Christ-Followers or not.  

Remember that they are all somewhere on the baseball 

diamond and your mission is to pray for and encourage 

them on to the next step toward a growing relationship 

with Christ. 

 Literally take some time to plan how you can be Jesus 

to the lost people in your life, plan a visit with them.  

 Think of a young believer and an area of life in which 

you can encourage them to grow. 

 Encourage a friend who is serving in ministry and 

share your joy in ministry with them. 

 Partner with a friend who wants to reach someone 

for Christ. Strategize, pray, and reach out. 



Read: Titus 3:3-7 

 

God showed us kindness we did not deserve kindness. Pray that 

you would be kind to the people you encounter this week. 

Paul’s exhortation to place the interests of others above our 

own counters the unhealthy obsession with demanding that 

things go the way we want them to. It teaches us to value other 

people’s needs and plans, and celebrate when things go well for 

them. We learn to rejoice in the success of others, and hurt for 

them when they hurt. 

As you pray this week, ask God to make you more aware of the 

needs of people you encounter.  It is easy to assume that they 

are just like you and want or need what you do, but that may 

not be the case.   

Father God, help me see people the way You see them.  Help me 

to see their potential and there value as your creation.  Remind 

me Lord, to practice kindness all week long and show the world 

that Jesus is alive and well in my life.  In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

December 17-23 

The leadership of Grace Church all really appreciates the 

time you have invested this year in this spiritual discipline 

of prayer.  We trust that you have grown, and have seen 

the hand of God move throughout the year.    

You’ve built a solid foundation of time spent in God’s 

word and in conversation with Him.  Above all, it is our 

prayer that you are more Christ-like, Christ-centered, and 

Christ-dependent. Our faith is a journey, it’s about pro-

gress, not perfection.   

Finally, we pray that you continue building upon this foun-

dation and will teach others to pray.   

 Challenge.  Tell the church your story of personal 

growth some time in the next few weeks. Contact the 

office and meet with a staff member.   

We would be encouraged to know how God has been 

working in your life this year.   

Read:  Psalm 34:8 

 

How do you experience God’s goodness to you? Ask God 

that you may consciously taste and see his goodness to-

day. 

We are nearly to the end of a year long pursuit of God 

through prayer.  Have you seen God’s goodness?  Better 

yet, are you more aware of His goodness today than you 

were months ago?  Have your taste buds been trained to 

savor your time with Him? 

These are a few discussion questions that you can talk to 

God about this week.  When I was a child I did not like 

vegetables, I didn’t like much of anything that was good 

for me.  But now that I am grown I can truly say that I look 

forward to physical things that are good for me.   

Father God,  I pray that I learn to look the MOST forward 

to the spiritual things that are very good for me and that 

my maturity continues to grow. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

December 24-30 

Congratulations!!!  You’ve made it.  Jesus came into the 

world to reconcile lost mankind to His Father. His ministry 

was only 3 1/2 years but He made a tremendous differ-

ence in His world and ours.  

 Pray that the seeds of faith that you planted this year, 

will be watered and fed.  

 Pray that the people with whom you had contact will 

begin a relationship with Christ and/or deepen their 

faith.   

 Share your faith with someone this week as the best 

Christmas gift you could ever possibly give.   

 Pray the Lord would open doors so that you can make 

more of a difference in your world next year. 

 

Merry Christmas to you and a Happy New Year! 



Read: Proverbs 3:27 

 

If it is within your power to show goodness today in word, 
action, gift or however the Lord shows you, do not hold 
back. 

Just as we can build physical exercise into our day for in-

stance, by using the stairs instead of taking the elevator, 

we can also build in spiritual exercise. Examples might be: 

praying on our way to a meeting, thanksgiving for provi-

sion of all kinds during the day, fasting from unhelpful 

comments, practicing secret acts of service,  and cele-

brating others’ successes. 

We have been given 52 ideas of how to pray, who to pray 

for, when to pray, where to pray, how to live out our pray-

er life authentically, and on and on.  Take some time this 

week to assess what you’ve learned.  What practices you 

want to continue to grow in. What you want to share with 

others.  Ask God what is next for you, and keep on work-

ing out your faith! 

All prayer devotionals are available on YouVersion.com   

 


